
THE FLORIDA COOTER
Has its own festival right here in Central Florida
The Florida Cooter (Pseudemys fl oridana) is of the fam-
ily emidydae, the largest family of freshwater turtles. It 
is found in the southeastern coastal areas of the United 
States, from southeastern Virginia southward through all 
of Florida and westward to Mobile Bay, Alabama. The 
Florida cooter is mainly herbivorous and inhabits large 
ponds, lakes, slow-moving canals, rivers and sloughs with 
soft bottoms and plenty of aquatic vegetation. It is gener-
ally active year-round and spends a large portion of the 
day basking in the sunshine. Like most turtles it is tooth-
less with a sharp biting edge on its beak and can draw its 
head and legs inside the shell for protection.

The Florida cooter is one of the most frequently seen 
turtles. The dark olive-brown top shell has faint to 
bright yellow markings on each plate, while the head 
and feet are dark brown with bright yellow stripes. Flori-
da cooters are moderate sized turtles, and average nine to 
fi fteen inches in length. It is very similar in appearance 
to the River cooter. Florida cooters have a dark hardened 
top shell called a carapace and light yellow bottom shell 
called a plastron. Both parts are covered with hard plates 
called scutes. The Florida cooter has been known to hy-
bridize with the River cooter, and, to a lesser extent, the 
Redbelly turtle. Some scientists believe that Florida and 
River cooters are the same species.

Florida cooters breed between May and July. Males reach 
maturity in three years. Females take six to seven years 
to mature. Males are differentiated from females by the 
elongated front claws. The female digs several nest cavi-
ties within inches of each other and lays at least one egg 
in each cavity. She usually lays two clutches, each con-
sisting of between four and twenty-two eggs. Incubation 
takes eighty to one hundred fi fty days. When the eggs 
hatch, the young claw their way to the surface and fend 
for themselves.

The loss of wetlands has reduced suitable habitat for 
Florida cooters. Mortality also occurs as roads and high-
ways further fragment and isolate wetland habitats.

A plus in our service area: the Great American Cooter 
Festival is held in Inverness, Florida each year during the 
last full week of October.  � 
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Voluntary and Open Membership
Cooperatives are voluntary organizations, 
open to all persons able to use their ser-
vices and willing to accept the responsi-
bilities of membership. 

Democratic Member Control
Cooperatives are democratic organiza-
tions controlled by their members, who 
actively participate in setting policies and 
making decisions. 

Members’ Economic Participation
Members contribute equitably to, and dem-
ocratically control, the capital of their coop-
erative. 

Autonomy and Independence
Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help 
organizations controlled by their mem-
bers. 

Education, Training, and Information
Cooperatives provide education and train-
ing for their members, elected representa-
tives, managers, and employees so they 
can contribute effectively to the develop-
ment of their cooperatives. 

Cooperation Among Cooperatives
Cooperatives serve their members most 
effectively and strengthen the cooperative 
movement by working together. 

Concern for Community
While focusing on member needs, coop-
eratives work for the sustainable develop-
ment of their communities.

7 A Cooperative is...
a member-owned and member-controlled business 
that operates for the mutual benefi t of all mem-
bers. Examples include your local food co-op, a lo-
cal housing or child care co-op, group health coop-
erative, any credit union, and electric cooperatives. 
The cooperative form of business is one that brings 
the owners, controllers, and users of a business to-
gether into one group.

Here are some facts about electric co-ops:

 There are 864 electric distribution cooperatives and 
66 generation and/or transmission cooperatives serving 
42 million people in 47 U. S. states. 

 Electric cooperatives provide power to 8 million busi-
nesses, homes, schools, churches, farms, irrigation sys-
tems, and other establishments in the U.S. 

 Electric cooperatives employ 70,000 people in the 
U.S., and pay $1.4 billion in state and local taxes. Plus 
they retire $545 million in capital credits annually. 

Facts about Sumter Electric Cooperative:

 In the past fi fteen years, SECO has given back over 
20 million dollars in capital credit returns to the member/
customers of the cooperative. 

 Unlike other types of electric utilities, SECO is a not-
for-profi t cooperative. That means members accumulate 
equity in the Co-op and the Co-op shares excess margins 
with the membership in the form of capital credits.

 Nearly 70% of every dollar in revenue that SECO re-
ceives from the members goes toward purchasing power on 
behalf of the overall membership. 

 SECO has more than 171,400 accounts making Sum-
ter Electric Cooperative the sixth largest electric distribu-
tion cooperative out of 864 co-ops in the United States.

 SECO’s workforce consists of 392 full-time employ-
ees and a nine member Board of Trustees. It’s their job to 
deliver affordable, reliable power to the membership.

 Last year SECO provided 2,714,230,212 kilowatt-
hours of power to members over 11,473 miles of energized 
line in a service territory that spans parts of seven counties 
and is approximately the same size as the State of Delaware.

 The SECO Angel Fund program has helped thou-
sands of individuals with nearly a million dollars in as-
sistance since it was established in 1997.

 Your Co-op acts as a consumer advocate on various 
issues that could adversely affect our members’ lifestyles.

 The Co-op holds an annual meeting for members ev-
ery March where our customers can come and enjoy enter-
tainment, offer any input they may have, and vote on any 
proposed changes to the Co-op’s bylaws.  ■
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Dirty air fi lters cause a heating and cooling system to work 
harder and break down faster. That’s because unfi ltered 
dust and grime works into critical particles, creating fric-
tion that causes unnecessary wear with possible failure.

How does a dirty air fi lter cost you?

   Reduces air fl ow in the home, leading up 
 to 15 percent higher operating costs.

  Leads to costly duct cleaning or replacement.

  Lowers air-conditioning system effi ciency.

To avoid these expenses, change fi lters monthly when 
your heating and cooling system is in regular use. Dis-
cuss cleaning the unit and ductwork with your heat-
ing and cooling service professional.  

Learn more ways to save at www.energysavers.gov.
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